Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance
Advocate

In this edition of the WOSTA Advocate
« Advocacy Alert: The Afterschool Alliance has launched a new website

to defend 21st Century Community Learning funding: Afterschool
Works for America.
Monthly Spotlight: Milwaukee Recreation's Creative Allies Exhibition
OST Toolbox: July 14-18 is National Summer Learning Week!
Taking Action for Afterschool: Promote your program Postcards
WOSTA Updates: Youth Mental Health First Aid offered in July
OST Policy and State News: Tracy Vruwink on the importance of 21st
Century grants
Federal News: Get the latest updates!

Monthly Program Spotlight
Creativity was on full display at Milwaukee Recreation’s second
annual Creative Allies Exhibition!

In 2025, Milwaukee Recreation partnered with the Milwaukee Institute of
Art & Design and UW-Milwaukee’s Peck School of the Arts to provide
young people with additional access to creative opportunities at 10 MPS
after-school sites, nearly doubling last year's program reach.


https://www.afterschoolworksforamerica.org/
https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_dailyplanetblog&view=entry&year=2025&month=06&day=22&id=29:june-2025-program-spotlight
https://youtu.be/ewvs79ztTLE
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=95feb5fb-9f98-444b-b9b1-84304248ac96

Interested in being featured by WOSTA in a program spotlight?
Please sign-up using the form below. We'd love to come meet you!

Featured Program Sign-Up

The OST Toolbox
o Every Kid Deserves an Amazing Summer: July 14-18 is National

Summer Learning Week. Promote the amazing things going on in
your summer programs with this toolkit.
New one-pager on Physical Activity and Healthy Eating
Check out these other resources from the WI Office of Children’s
Mental Health
Last chance to enter the 2025 Lights On Afterschool poster contest!
Looking for STEM Activities? Check out this new resource.
Need to know the latest? Join the Policy Pulse call each week-
Register here. Every second Friday at 1 pm, Erik Peterson from the
Afterschool Alliance, will recap the latest policy developments, what
we know (or don't know!) about how they may impact afterschool and
summer programs. Submit your questions in advance so we know
what's top of mind for you.

Taking Action for Afterschool
« Promote your program with policy makers!



https://forms.gle/nSix4unN2GqzRAT29
https://summerlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/NSLA_FamilyGuide2023.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/documents/issue_physical-activity-healthy-eating-81.pdf?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes from June 12th Policy Call&utm_medium=email
https://children.wi.gov/Pages/CMHWeek.aspx
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfsTSQvrX0wDxldZnvP1WIk/Y7q0PXNg8UCA
https://www.wosta.org/assets/STEM/Toolkit-STEM-Activities.pdf
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7390vWsd6dJnHwdr1hxw2KI/qrsK0Y_s7usJ
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7Aw4xk8zC6zZ26Qzob5BjwQ/lhPHdDS8Ww_o
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Get-attention-with-afterschool-postcards-Messages-from-parents_05-30-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Notes from June 12th Policy Call&utm_medium=email

New interactive resource from DPI: The impact of 21st Century
Community Learning Centers in Wisconsin.

New social media lawsuits webpage from the Children’s Funding
Project.

Children’s Funding Project Survey: What Federal Funding Programs
for Kids Are You Most Concerned About in the Current Political
Climate?

Want to know the best times to reach your federal legislator? Use this
calendar to coordinate both your call and a visit.

Want to know best practices for hosting a successful site visit? Inviting
a lawmaker to tour your afterschool program is one of the best ways
to show him or her firsthand the impact of afterschool programming on
students and families in their district and/or state. Use this resource to
learn best practices for a legislator visit to your site.

Join the June 27th Monthly Field Convening Call: Public Financing in
Times of Uncertainty with Children's Funding Project.

The Afterschool Alliance has launched a new website to defend 21st
Century Community Learning Center funding: Afterschool Works for
America.

Proven to resonate across party lines when advocating for state
funding to expand learning opportunities for children and youth. Six
Key Reasons to Invest in Afterschool and Summer Programs.

Need resources to support your advocacy? Check out our Afterschool
Champions Guide.

WOSTA Updates

The Partnership for Children and Youth met on June 5th: watch the
recording.

The Benefits of WOSTA Membership: Becoming a member of the
Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance is FREE and members receive
discount codes for reduced registration to the Alternative Pathway
courses. Link to Join.

WOSTA is offering a Youth Mental Health First Aid training in July. For
more information and to register visit our course landing page.

Check out all WOSTA calendar events right here

OST Policy and News

Wisconsin News& Legislative Updates:

Tracy Vruwink On Impacts of Federal Funding Cuts in Nekoosa

DPI launches new website to track federal funding impact on
Wisconsin schools, libraries.

Wisconsinites’ Opinions About & Experiences With Child Care:
Evidence From The WisconSays Survey.

Wisconsin charities celebrate order restoring AmeriCorps funding, but
uncertainty remains.

JFC's Underwhelming Investment in Public Education



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/c2465f8151ae43c5b561c00ec8775e9b
https://childrensfundingproject.org/our-work/sourcing-additional-funding/big-tech-legal-settlements/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdM7cOWchQhC5bRdy6_hrAsnhRdt-ZGUDhL2cE_6P8a9hQRPw/viewform
https://www.ustravel.org/sites/default/files/2025-02/US Travel Congressional Calendar 2025.pdf
https://afterschoolalliance.org/reachPolicySiteVisit.cfm
https://grantmakersforeducation.cmail20.com/t/d-l-sktikyd-dhdhihlujr-y/
http://afterschoolworksforamerica.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1UplgiokjfWXbgbgCXl9zTJ1XAXZyjj4umbfyMWY1Id0/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.wosta.org/assets/Advocacy/WI OST Champions Guide.pdf
https://wisconsin-edu.zoom.us/rec/share/KeI1lfkx3qJR2L9AA4RLIuWKyvntRWcrR-erv8pe2FGUk5zN2Xe5ripLG5SnJjs3.DBsCsFTD__NwSxRP
https://marshwian.memberclicks.net/index.php?option=com_mcform&view=ngforms&id=2244591#!/
https://www3.uwsp.edu/conted/Pages/Wisconsin-Out-Of-School-Time-Alliance-Courses.aspx
https://www.wosta.org/index.php?option=com_jevents&Itemid=115&task=.
https://pbswisconsin.org/watch/here-and-now/tracy-vruwink-on-impacts-of-federal-funding-cuts-in-nekoosa-bcgeqg/
https://links-1.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fdpi.wi.gov%2Fpolicy-budget%2Ffederal-funding/1/01000195957e141e-b4407042-11eb-4b47-9fbb-c2c3b9e5f48e-000000/_NHKqQTtfu2dU3_T1o2-a5S1_r5zmmXqSLuohLIlNt0=396
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/resource/wisconsinites-opinions-about-experiences-with-child-care-evidence-from-the-wisconsays-survey/
https://www.wpr.org/news/wisconsin-charities-celebrate-order-restoring-americorps-funding-uncertainty-remains
https://wasb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Underwhelming-Investment-in-Public-Education.pdf

« Watch Senator Baldwin advocate for afterschool programs as she
questions Secretary McMahon on education funding.

o Dept. of Public Instruction: Free summer meals available for
Wisconsin kids through DPI nutrition program.

« Marshfield Clinic gives grants to 25 schools for 'Social Emotional
Learning Life Tools' program.

« We are choosing a bleak future for Wisconsin children.

« Bill rewards employers for child care aid. Providers say it won'’t fix

« Wauwatosa parents want more state funding for special education
and mental health services.

Federal Policy Updates & National News:

« Appropriations, rescissions, and reconciliation: An Update.

« Support for federal afterschool and summer funding through 21st
CCLC remains strong with more than 50 House and Senate members
sending letters to the Appropriations Committees last month in
support of increased 21st CCLC funding.

« Since the President’s ‘skinny’ budget proposal came out on May 2,
more than 16,100 advocates sent more than 48,500 emails/calls to
Congress in support of 21stCCLC through
afterschoolworksforamerica.

« Stay in the Loop: Afterschool Alliance Update Email

Congressional Activity

« Federal Funding Update (FY26): Congress is working on next year’s
budget. So far, the bill that funds education, health, and labor
programs (including afterschool and summer learning) hasn’t received
its funding amount yet—but it's expected to face deep cuts compared
to last year.

o It's important to help raise awareness about the value of afterschool
and summer programs, especially among members of the House and
Senate Appropriations Committees:

« House members
« Senate members

o A temporary funding measure (CR) may keep things going into fall or

winter, but final decisions are still ahead.

Administrative Updates

« Congress is still waiting on a Rescissions letter from the
administration regarding education funding that has already been
appropriated for fiscal year 2025. The letter is expected in July.

« States are still awaiting state allocations for 21st CCLC from ED to
states. State’s have received Title 1 and Title IV Part A state allocation
amounts. As of earlier this week, ED is saying allocations to SEAs will
be coming this week or next week. SEAs are supposed to have
access to FY25 21st CCLC funds in July.

o The Trump Administration Proposes Zero Dollars for Afterschool and
Summer Learning Next Year. Congress Must Prevent This



https://x.com/Acyn/status/1929909048029393100?ref_src=twsrc%5Etfw%7Ctwcamp%5Etweetembed%7Ctwterm%5E1929909048029393100%7Ctwgr%5E7401f687191712912a29e8ab1fb3ab884b5bee44%7Ctwcon%5Es1_&ref_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewrepublic.com%2Fpost%2F196045%2Ftrump-education-secretary-mcmahon-math-lesson-hearing
https://www.wispolitics.com/2025/dept-of-public-instruction-free-summer-meals-available-for-wisconsin-kids-through-dpi-nutrition-program/
https://www.wsaw.com/video/2025/05/29/marshfield-clinic-gives-grants-25-schools-social-emotional-learning-life-tools-program/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/06/05/we-are-choosing-a-bleak-future-for-wisconsin-children/
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/06/04/bill-rewards-employers-for-child-care-aid-providers-say-it-wont-fix-crisis/?emci=2847a0b8-f240-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&emdi=d3d3a8b8-4141-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&ceid=595287
https://www.tmj4.com/news/milwaukee-county/wauwatosa-parents-want-more-state-funding-for-special-education-and-mental-health-services
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Appropriations-rescissions-and-reconciliation-An-update_06-13-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Pulse 613_follow-up&utm_medium=email
https://www.afterschoolworksforamerica.org/
https://afterschoolalliance.org/get-updates.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Research Round-up&utm_medium=email
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2nfy8R0RmSida4qb0J0tNk8I/R3-ZIosyQclT
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/7nVU1aA2ng01QWx5RHs27CuoTNOAU4o/4cJcPG3D98PS
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/press_archives/Dept-of-Ed-Full-Budget-NR-060225.pdf?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Pulse 613_follow-up&utm_medium=email

Catastrophe.

National News

« Summer Programs for Kids at Risk Due to Trump Grant Funding Cuts.

« Tutoring, After-School, and Other Student Services at Risk as Trump
Cuts AmeriCorps.

« New report highlights the need to expand access to afterschool
opportunities.

« Out-of-School Programs’ Role in Reversing Chronic Absenteeism.

« After-school programs, a boon for learning, could face Trump cuts.

« Education Department eyes program cuts, consolidations in FY26
budget plan.

« Proposal to cut Programs That Serve Meals When School is Out.

o Lights Out for Afterschool Programs.

« Senators object to Trump push to ax Education Department programs
for low-income students.

Working
together to
help youth
thrive.

WISCONSIN OUT OF SCHOOL TIME ALLIANCE

Follow Us. Contact Us.

wosta @ marshfieldclinic.org

https://www.wosta.org/

Proudly enriching the health of our communities through a partnership between Marshfield Clinic Health System
and the Wisconsin Out of School Time Alliance, with generous support from the Charles Mott Foundation,
Wisconsin Department of Public Instruction, Wisconsin Department of Children and Families, Wisconsin

Department of Administration, Supporting Families Together Association and Shine Early Learning.

Marshfield Clinic w
Health SyStem WISCONSIN OUT OF SCHOOL TIME ALLIANCE

A

Marshfield Clinic Health System | 1000 N. Oak Ave (F1C) | Marshfield, WI 54449 US



https://www.kiplinger.com/taxes/summer-programs-at-risk-due-to-trump-grant-funding-cuts?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network clips 61725&utm_medium=email
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/New-report-highlights-the-need-to-expand-access-to-afterschool_06-05-2025.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Call this Thursday June 12&utm_medium=email
https://www.future-ed.org/out-of-school-programs-role-in-reversing-chronic-absenteeism/
https://www.npr.org/2025/05/27/nx-s1-5398042/trump-cuts-could-harm-after-school-programs
https://www.k12dive.com/news/education-department-fy26-plan-cuts-Trump-McMahon/749574/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network communications call announcement 610  Clips 610&utm_medium=email
https://frac.org/blog/the-presidents-budget-proposes-cuts-to-programs-that-serve-meals-when-school-is-out?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network communications call announcement 610  Clips 610&utm_medium=email
https://aurn.com/afterschool-funding-cuts-trump-budget/?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=State network communications call announcement 610  Clips 610&utm_medium=email
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2025/06/03/repub/senators-object-to-trump-push-to-ax-education-department-programs-for-low-income-students/?emci=2847a0b8-f240-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&emdi=d3d3a8b8-4141-f011-a5f1-6045bda9d96b&ceid=539806
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61557486564347
https://www.instagram.com/wiafterschool/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wisconsin-afterschool-network/?viewAsMember=true
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCk6AkbSVzLd62qW1Si-_HNg
mailto:wosta@marshfieldclinic.org
https://www.wosta.org/
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