
The WAN Advocate is now The WOSTA Advocate
Please follow us on social media for ongoing content and updates.

In this edition of the WOSTA Advocate
Monthly Spotlight: UW-Stevens Point Theatre Camp
OST Toolbox: Lights On, AmeriCorps, DPI Webinars
Taking Action for Afterschool:  Factsheet, Upcoming Elections
WOSTA Updates: OST Conference Registration, QPR Suicide Prevention
Trainings for National Suicide Prevention Month in September
OST Policy and News: FY 2025 Budget, Childcare Market Survey,
Wisconsin Shares and much more

 
August Spotlight

Discover the creativity and community spirit of the young performers at the
UWSP Marshfield Summer Theatre Camp. This year’s camp, featuring a
production of "Frozen," unites participants aged 9 to 18 in a unique multi-
age collaboration. Learn how this cherished program fosters connection,
personal growth, and lasting friendships, all under the guidance of a
dedicated director and enthusiastic campers. Curious to see how this
summer tradition shapes lives?

Click here to read more on the OST blog

https://linktr.ee/WOSTA
https://www.wosta.org/ost-blog
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=03e41517-3f91-404e-820c-b457edf17111


 
The OST Toolbox

Lights On for Afterschool- it is never too early to start thinking about Lights
On events for this fall. Lights On is set for October 24th, and is the only
national event promoting the importance of afterschool and summer
programs. Sign-up to learn more in this webinar from the Afterschool
Alliance.
Interested in AmeriCorps for your afterschool program? Learn more here.
Understanding Youth – Serving Systems for School Staff

Free DPI Webinar Series: This series will help staff better
understand the structure, goals, and processes of systems that
serve students. Click here to register for one or more free
sessions. 

New resource database for programs interested in STEM, civic
engagement, and youth empowerment

Taking Action for Afterschool
Check out this new fact sheet for Making the Case for State OST Funding ;
a useful tool when connecting with state policy makers.
Wisconsin Primaries are complete and candidates for each party have
been chosen: Did you know that state legislative representatives are
critical to funding education, including afterschool and summer programs.
Become an informed voter this fall by using the tool below. 
Use this tool to register to vote, find out the district you live in and learn
about your candidates and the issues. All you need is your address.

WOSTA Updates
Registration opens August 28 for the 2024 Statewide OST Conference  -

https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/webinars.cfm?ID=9A531903-5056-A82E-7A975D3881B73D52
https://issuu.com/americasservicecommissions/docs/asc-national-service-101-toolkit-for-afterschool?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=August 8 Afterschool Policy Call Notes_copy&utm_medium=email
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUpfu2opj0qE9b5XAtM_WhNvCE3ZRi7Pk4G#/registration
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/New-resource-database-for-programs-interested-in-STEM-civic_08-05-2024.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=Policy Call this Thursday August 8&utm_medium=email
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7YJH4Nw3SY0sGZoQBGQwqmo/JOYuR8wu3dE8
https://www.vote411.org/ballot
https://www3.uwsp.edu/conted/Pages/Out-of-School-Time-Conference.aspx


scheduled for November 12-13, in-person at Chula Vista in Wisconsin
Dells and November 15, virtual.
September is Suicide Prevention Month and WOSTA is offering free
Question, Persuade, Refer (QPR) Suicide Prevention  trainings throughout
the month. Visit our website for dates and to register.

OST Policy and News
Wisconsin News& Legislative Updates:

Childcare Market Share Survey Impacts Childcare Access
Changes to Wisconsin Shares: In July 2024, significant changes to the
Wisconsin Shares childcare subsidy program were implemented. The
initial income eligibility limit was increased to 200% of the Federal Poverty
Level (FPL), and the copayment calculation for families earning above this
threshold was adjusted, adding $1 for every $5 increase in income.
DPI Youth Risk Survey for 2023 is now available
DPI awards grants to community learning centers
Edgar’s summer school offers fun and learning
The La Crosse YMCA keeps kids fed through the summer months
Organizations work to steer kids away from violence
Public education supporters’ summit highlights school funding, ways to
advocate for more
The DPI Office of Literacy: What You Can Expect
Voters reject amendment questions that would have curbed governor’s
power to spend federal funds
Most current lawmakers defeat challengers in state Legislature primaries

​National News & Legislative Updates:
FY 25 Appropriations Update: Recently, the Senate Appropriations
Committee passed their LHHS spending bill with bipartisan support (25-3).
Read a summary.
The Senate failed last week to pass the bipartisan Tax Relief for American
Families and Workers Act (H.R. 7024)―the tax package that includes an
expanded Child Tax Credit as well as revived tax cuts for businesses, like
research and development deductions.
Republicans introduced the Child Care and Development Block Grant
Reauthorization Act of 2024. The bill emphasizes flexible options in a
mixed delivery system, supporting parent choice, including before-school,
afterschool, and summer care.
US Senator Chris Murphy  of Connecticut recently announced his intention
to introduce a new Summer for All Act which will propose $4 Billion in new
federal funding for summer programs over four years. In addition, Gallup
released a new, nationally representative survey of nearly 7,000 parents
across the US on the summer experiences of youth. Learn more through
this article and infographic.
ARP ESSER Extensions: Last month, the Department of Education posted
guidance on reallocating unused ESSER funds.

https://www.wosta.org/upcoming-learning-opportunities
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.kl4gmmdxckho
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.4m9d5sta5ydl
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.8vuhaf407mxu
https://dpi.wi.gov/news/releases/2024/community-learning-center-grants
https://www.centralwinews.com/recordreview/2024/07/30/edgars-summer-school-offers-fun-and-learning/?destination=star-news
https://www.wiproud.com/news/local-news/the-la-crosse-ymca-keeps-kids-fed-through-the-summer-months/
https://spectrumnews1.com/wi/milwaukee/news/2024/06/21/organizations-work-to-steer-kids-away-from-violence
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2024/08/01/public-education-supporters-summit-highlights-school-funding-ways-to-advocate-for-more/?emci=70871646-7a4f-ef11-86c3-6045bdd9e096&emdi=9daaf2d9-0350-ef11-86c3-6045bdee6681&ceid=540270
https://dpi.wi.gov/news/dpi-connected/dpi-s-office-literacy-what-you-can-expect
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2024/08/13/voters-reject-amendment-questions-that-would-have-curbed-governors-power-to-spend-federal-funds/?emci=7a6aabd8-b659-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=4680d608-3b5a-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=540270
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2024/08/14/most-current-lawmakers-defeat-challengers-in-state-legislature-primaries/?emci=7a6aabd8-b659-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&emdi=4680d608-3b5a-ef11-991a-6045bddbfc4b&ceid=540270
https://sites.google.com/view/wi-ost-advocate/home#h.4n5l01mbwcfm
https://www.afterschoolalliance.org/afterschoolsnack/Summer-for-All-legislation-introduced-in-the-Senate_07-30-2024.cfm?utm_source=brevo&utm_campaign=August 8 Afterschool Policy Call Notes_copy&utm_medium=email
https://news.gallup.com/poll/647015/children-lack-summer-learning-opportunities.aspx
https://www.summerlearning.org/wp-content/uploads/pdf/Summer-for-all-Infographic.pdf
https://4gyqr.r.ah.d.sendibm5.com/mk/cl/f/sh/WCPzyXJTZ7Ij8zxPLHafKmGE8bUCRRYY/MTZOkvDBgMvE


New survey results show parents want more summer programming
A new report released this week by the Food Research & Action Center
(FRAC) reveals a drop in children participating in the Summer Nutrition
Programs following the loss of pandemic-era waivers
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	Please follow us on social media for ongoing content and updates.

